Ml 


PENNSYLVANIA 


STATE LIBRARY 


ae 
¥ 


i es 
He 
nt 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2016 


https ://archive.org/details/annualreportofexOO0penn_0 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


EXECUTIVE OFFICH, MILITARY DEPARTMENT, 


OF THE 


Commontoealth of Pennsploania, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 1, 1864. 


HARRISBURG: 


SINGERLY & MYERS, STATE PRINTERS. 
1865. 


REPORT. 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
Executive Orrick, Mritirary DEPARTMENT, 
Harrisburg, December 1, 1864. 


To His Excellency, ANDREW G. CURTIN, 
Governor of Pennsylvania : 


Sim :—The undersigned have the honor to submit the following report of 
the operations of this Department, for the year ending December 1, 1864: 

A complete roster of all the officers to whom commissions have been is- 
sued during the past year is herewith attached. This includes all pro- 
motions, as well as all original appointments, made during the period 
specified, and, it is believed, will be found as accurate as the exigencies of 
the service will permit. 

It will be seen that three thousand seven hundred and fifty-five commis- 
sions were thus issued. Duplicate commissions were also issued to the 
number of several hundred to those whose originals had either been lost in 
transmittal, or in the field, and it is speaking much within bounds when we 
say that at least four thousand commissions have been issued from this De- 
partment during the past year. 

The correspondence during the same period has been very great. Over 
five thousand letters have been mailed to the regiments in the field, and to 
eitizens of the State making inquiry as to the promotion of their friends ; 
and copies have been retained of one thousand eight hundred and sixty of 
these. 

During the past year the changes occurring in Pennsylvania regiments, 
incident to the muster out of service of some, the consolidation of others, 
and the re-muster of veterans, has fully tested the wisdom of your Excel- 
leacy’s orders 17 and 22; and while it has been much more difficult to earry 
them out, and some delays may have occurred in doing so, our experience 
would justify the opinion, that the compliance with them has proved the 


safeguard of the soldier—securing to the young men of the State, who en- 
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tered the service with their just aspirations, azder those orders, their proper 
promotions, and protecting them from the evils of favoritism, and from the 
capricious exercise of power. Where these orders aave been necessarily 
departed from, the records of this Department will satisfactorily show the 
reasons therefor. 

When it is remembered that over thirty thousand commissions have been 
issued, upon orders from this office, anterior to the present year, some idea 
of the work performed may be obtained 

We respectfully recommend an increase of the salary of the messenger of 
this Department. The expense of living is deemed as sufficient reason for 
this request. The contingent fund wil] also require increase. The postag 
account for the present year will more than exhaust that appropriation. - 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
R. BIDDLE ROBERTS, 
Colonel and A. D. C. 
SAMUEL B. THOMAS, 
Colonel and A. D. C. 
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